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CLAIMS 

* 1 . A rnqthod of generating a search result list substantially in real 
time in response to^ search request from a searcher using a computer 
network, comprisingA 

maintainif\ig a database including a plurality of search listings, 
wherein each search listFng is associated with a bid amount and a search 



term; 



receiving a search request from the searcher; 

identifying the Search listings having search terms generating a 
match with the search requestX ^ 

ordering the identified saarch listings into a search result list in 
accordance with the values of theicg€j0ective bid amounts for the identified 
search listings; 

receiving a retrievafi rec|uest from the searcher to retrieve 
information associated with a search lisiting in the search result list; and 

recording a retrieval request event in database corresponding to 
the searcher's apostrophe retrieval reques 

2. The method of claim 1 , further'bomprising the step of updating a 
search listing in the search listing database in\esponse to a request from a 
network information provider 

3. The method of claim 1 , further comfJtising the step of including 
on the search result list search listings having a bid^mount of zero. 

4. The method of claim 1 , wherein the account database 
comprises at least one account record for each of a plurality of network 
information providers, said account record including 

at least one search listing having a search tel^ and a bid 

amount, 

an account balance; and 
a unique account identifier 
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5. The method of claim 4, wherein the search listings in the 
account record are oraanized into at least one subaccount within the account 
record. \ 

6. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of including 
on the search result list search listings having a bid amount of zero. 

7. The method o^claim 4, wherein the retrieval request event 
comprises the search term and the bid amount of the search listing, and an 
account identifier associated y^th the^search listing. 

8. The method of cla|i;n 7. wherein the retrieval request event 
further includes a rank value, 

9. The method of cjaim A wherein the retrieval request event is 
linked to the account record having an account identifier that corresponds to 
the account identifier listed on the retrieval request event. 

1 0. The method of claim 9, wnferein the bid amount of the retrieval 
request event is charged to the account balance of the account record having 
an account identifier that matches the account identifier of the retrieval 
request event. \ 

11. A method of generating a searcn result list substantially in real 
time in response to a search request from a searcher using a computer 
network, comprising: \ 

maintaining a database including a plurality of search listings, 
wherein each search listing is associated with a bid amount and a search 
term; \ 

receiving a search request from the searcher; 

identifying the search listings having search terms generating a 
match with the search request; \ 



# 
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^rdering the identified search listings into a search result list in 
accordance with the values of the respective bid amounts for the identified 
search listings; \ 

receiving a retrieval request from the searcher to network 
information associated with a search listing in the search result list; and 

estimating the cost of a search listing for a specified time period 
upon receiving a request from a web site promoter. 

1 2. The methodv of claim 1 1 . wherein the estimated cost of a search 
listing for the specified time^eriod is calculated as a product of the current bid 
amount of the search listing and a projected number of times the search 
listing is selected by a searcher wit{iiF\ a specified time period. 

13. A method of generath^^ result list substantially in real 
time in response to a search f^^jh^i from a searcher using a computer 
network, comprising: 

maintaining a database Hncluding a plurality of search listings, 
wherein each search listing is associate^d with a bid amount and a search 
term; 

receiving a search request frbm the searcher; 

identifying the search listings heaving search terms generating a 
match with the search request; 

' ordering the identified search listihigs into a search result list in 
accordance with the values of the respective bid^mounts for the identified 
search listings; 

receiving a retrieval request from the searcher to network 
information associated with a search listing in the seatch result list; and 

generating a search listing activity report fncluding information 
on retrieval requests received from searchers during a specified time period. 



14. A method of generating a search result list substantially in real 
time in response to a search request from a searcher using a\computer 
network, comprising: \ 
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\ maintaining a database including a plurality of search listings, 
wherein e^ch search listing is associated with a bid amount and a search 
term; \ 

\eceivirig a search request from the searcher; 

iatentifying the search listings having search terms generating a 
match with the search request; 

orderfng the identified search listings into a search result list in 
accordance with the Values of the respective bid amounts for the identified 
search listings; \ 

receiving asretrieval request from the searcher to network 
information associated with a search listing in the search result list; and 

suggesting aItWnati>/e^earch terms to the searcher for 
generating additional search result lists related to the searcher's search 
request. ^^-pK — 1^ 

15. A method of enablingJa network information provider to update 
information relating to a search listim on a search result list generated by a 
computer network search engine, conrprising the steps of: 

maintaining an account database having at least one account 
record for each of a plurality of network information providers, said account 
record including \ 

at least one search listing, having a search term and a bid 
amount; and \ 
an account identifier; \. 
receiving from a network information Wovider a change request 
for a search listing in the network information provider's account; 

updating the search listing in the networloJnformation provider's 
account record in response to the change request; and \ 

determining a position substantially in real time for the updated 
search listing in a search result list generated by the searchNengine in 
response to a search request received from a searcher using Vie computer 
network, where the search term of the updated search listing generates a 
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match with th^search request and the position of the updated search listing in 
the search result list is determined using the bid amount. 



16. The method of claim 15. where the search term of each search 
listing in the searchVesult list generates a match with the search request. 



\ 



17. The method of claim 16, wherein the search listings in the 
search result list are sorted in order of decreasing bid amount, 

18. The method of claim 17, further comprising the step of assigning 
an ordinal rank value to eacrksearch listing in the search result list in order of 
decreasing bid amount, with the smallest rank value assigned to the search 
listing in the search result list having t{:ieiAighest bid amount, and the largest 
rank value assigned to the searchjflisting having the lowest bid amount. 



7\ further comprising the steps of 
timeyvalue for each search listing in the 



1 9. The method of < 

determining creatic 
account database; 

identifying search listings wit't^jin a search result list having 
equivalent bid amounts; and 

within a group of search listings Vithin a search result list that 
have equivalent bid amounts, sorting the sea'rcK listings in order from earliest 
to most recent creation time value. 



20. The method of claim 15, wherein the account record further 
includes an account balance. 



21 . The method of claim 20, wherein the accou(it balance is 
positive. 



22, The method of claim 20, further comprising the^tep of 
subtracting the bid amount from the account balance substantiS(lly in real time 
when a search listing is selected by the searcher from the searchyresult list. 
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23. The method of claim 20, where the search listing further 
comprises a wemsite title, a web site description, and a web site Uniform 
Resource Locator\URL). 

24. The method of claim 23, further comprising the step of recording 
a retrieval request event substantially in real time when a search listing is 
selected by a remote searcher from the search result list. 

25. The method bf claim 24, wherein the retrieval request event 
comprises an account identi^er, and a bid amount, 

26. The method of cteim 25, wherein the retrieval request event 
further comprises a search term\ 



27. The method of claim ^5, vvjierein-the retrieval request event 
further comprises a web sitejjraiir 



28, The method of cl 
further comprises a rank value. 



lim 25, wherein the retrieval request event 
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29. The method of claim 25, further comprising the step of applying 
a charge to an account balance, where the marge corresponds to a bid 
amount recorded in a retrieval request event having an account identifier that 
matches the account identifier corresponding to^the account balance. 

30. A method of enabling a web site proVioters using a computer 
network to update information relating to a search Ireting within a search result 
list generated by a search engine substantially in rea\ time in response to a 
search request received from a remote computer over\he computer network, 
comprising the steps of: 

maintaining an account database having at feast one account 
record for each of a plurality of web site promoters of the computer network, 
said account record including an account identifier, and at lea^st one search 
listing having a search term and a bid amount; 
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)roviding the web site promoter with authenticated login access, 
wherein the wet* site promoter's login access permits the web site promoter to 
modify the web iite promoter's account record; 

modifying a search listing of the account record upon receiving a 
request from said web site promoter; and 

generating a search result list comprised of search listings 
wherein the search term for each search listing generates a match with the 
search request, the search listings in the search result list arranged in an 
order corresponding to thabid amounts of the search listings. 



31. The method of ^ 
includes at least one search \\i 

32. The method of 
includes at least one search" 
database. 



3p, wherein the search result list further 
ving a bid amount of zero. 



;ng h 

/herein the search result list further 
stingMhkt is not included in the account 



33. The method of claim 30. 'Ovherein the step of modifying the 
search listing of the account record uponyreceiving a request from the web 
site promoter is performed substantially in\eal time. 

34. The method of claim 30, whereVi the search listing further 
includes a title, a description, and a Uniform Resource Locator (URL). 

35. The method of claim 30, further corfu^rising the step of adding a 
search listing substantially in real time to an accourit record of a web site 
promoter upon receiving a request from said web sit^ promoter. 

36. The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of deleting a 
search listing substantially in real time from an account record of a web site 
promoter upon receiving a request from said web site promoter. 



37. The method of claim 30, wherein the account n 
comprises an account balance. 



ird further 
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positive. 



VThe method of claim 37. wherein the account balance is 



39. TheVnethod of claim 37, further comprising the step of adding 
substantially in realy time a money amount to the account balance of the web 
site promoters upon\eceiving a request from the web site promoter. 

40. The method of claim 39, wherein the money amount has been 
verified by an external fir\ancial authorization network. 

41 . The method erf claim 30. wherein the search term and the 
search request each comprise at least one character string. 



42. The method of cl 
generating an activity report for 
from said web site promoter. 

43. The method of cl 
estimating a cost of a search 
a request from a web site promoter 




■urther comprising the step of 
site promoter upon receiving a request 



f jrther comprising the step of 
a specified time period upon receiving 



44. The method of claim 43. wheVein the estimated cost of a search 
listing for the specified time period is calcul^ed as a product of the current bid 
amount of the search listing and a projected rtumber of times the search 
listing is selected by a searcher at a remote con^puter in a specified time 
period, 

45. The method of claim 30, wherein the hid amount of a web site 
promoter's search listing comprises a money amounf\that is deducted from 
the account balance of said web site promoter's accouiat each time the search 
is selected by a remote searcher. 

46. The method of claim 30, wherein the search fistings of the web 
site promoters in the search result list are sorted in decreasi\p order from 
highest to lowest bid amounts. 
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47. Trae method of claim 46. wherein an ordinal rank value is 
assigned in ascending order to each search listing of the search result list in 
the sorted order starting at the search listing with the highest bid amount, 
which is assigned the smallest rank value, and ending with the search listing 
with the lowest bid amount, which is assigned the largest rank value. 

48. The method of claim 25, further comprising the step of 
displaying data from the^earch result list at the remote computer. 

49. The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of 
generating a search listing aptivity report. 

50. The method of cteim 30, further comprising the step of 
suggesting alternative search terrnsrTi\r the creation of new search listings 



upon the request of the web site promoter. 



51. 
Internet. 



The method of 



, wherein said computer network is the 
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52. A method of enabling a \A/teb site promoter using a computer 
network to update information relating to\a search listing within a search result 
list generated by an Internet search engine^, said method comprising the steps 
of: 

maintaining a database having ^t least one account record for at 
least one web site promoter using the computer network, said account record 
including: 

at least one search listing, wfeere each search listing 
includes a search term field having at least one keyword, a bid amount, 
a Uniform Resource Locator (URL) corresponding to the address of a 
document residing on a network web server, aVlescription, and a title ; 

an account balance; 

payment processing information forHh© web site promoter 
, said payment processing information maintained isolated from public 
access via the computer network; 
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\ payment histories of the web site promoter; and 
search listing histories of the web site promoter; 
viding the web site promoter with login access in response to 
authentication, wherein the web site promoter's login access permits the web 
site promoter access to modify the web site promoter's account record, the 
web site promoter not being provided with access to modify account records 
of others; \ 

modifying Vjbstantially in real time the search listing of a web 
site promoter upon receivmg a request from said web site promoter; 

receiving a search request, the search request including at least 
one keyword, the search reqeiest being received over the Internet from a 
searcher at a remote computer; ^fp \ 

generating a searcH result list inrespDnse to the search request, 
the search result list including SGaK^HI^ of the account records on the 
computer network, wherein thes(ea\ch tefm field for each search listing in the 
search result list generates a match withfthe search request, the search 
listings in the search result list arranged in an order determined using the bid 
amounts of the search listings. \ 

53. The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of adding a 
search listing substantially in real time to an account of web site promoter 
upon receiving a request from said web site ptomoter. 

54. The method of claim 52, further cokriprising the step of deleting a 
search listing substantially in real time from the account record of a web site 
promoter upon receiving a request from said web site promoters. 

55. The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of adding a 
money amount to the account balance of a web site promoter substantially in 
real time upon receiving a request from said web site proVioter. 



56, The method of claim 55, wherein the money aViount has been 
verified by an external financial authorization network. \ 
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57. \rhe method of claim 52. wherein the keyword comprises a 
character strinc 

58. TheVnethod of claim 52, further comprising the step of 
generating an account activity report for a web site promoter upon receiving a 
request from said we^ site promoter. 

59. The methbd of claim 52, further comprising the step of 
estimating a cost of a sesirch listing for a specified time period upon receiving 
a request from a web site Vomoter. 

60. The method of daim 59, wherein the estimated cost is 
calculated as a product of the Djd|anfioun]t of the search listing and a projected 
number of times the search listir^ is selected in the specified time period. 

61 . The method of^cl3Kfrr52, \A4ierein the bid amount of a web site 
promoter's search listing comofrises a money amount that will be deducted 
from the account balance of sraid website promoter's account each time the 
search listing is selected. 



62. The method of claim 52, wheVein the rank value is an ordinal 



value. 
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63. The method of claim 52, wherein^he search listings of the 
search result list are sorted in decreasing order npm highest to lowest bid 
amounts. 

64. The method of claim 63, wherein a rank value is assigned to 
each search listing of the search result list in the sorted order starting at the 
search listing with the highest bid amount, which is assigned the smallest rank 
value, and ending with the search listing with the lowest bl^ amount, which is 
assigned the largest rank value. 



65. The method of claim 64, further comprising the step of 
displaying data from the search result list at the remote computer. 
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66. \ The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of 
generating a'^earch listing activity report. 

67. Tlie method of claim 52, further comprising the step of 
suggesting alternative search terms upon the request of the web site 
promoter. 

68. A systerrVFor enabling an advertising web site promoter using a 
computer network to upqate information relating to a search listing within a 
search result list generated by an Internet search engine comprising: 

a computer system having stored thereon 

a database having atN|east one account record for each of 
a plurality of advertising Web site promoters using the computer 
network, the account reio^ 



ing including a search term having 
a Uniform Resource Locator (URL) 
ocument residing on a network 



incu 

at least^^se^rch list 
at least one keyword, d bid arflpunt. 
corresponding to the address of 
server, a description, and a title; 

an account balance; 

a history of search listings included in the advertising web 
site promoter's account record; 

payment processing information, wherein said payment 
processing information is accessible to theVomputer system and 
isolated from public access via the computer\ietwork; and 
a payment history; 
programming code for providing the adveMising web site 
promoter with login access in response to authenticationV/herein the 
advertising web site promoter's login access grants the advertising web site 
promoter access to modify the advertising web site promoter^ account, the 
advertising web site promoter not being provided with access t\ modify the 
accounts of others; 
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programming code on said computer system for adding money 
to the account o^an advertising web site promoter in substantially real time 
upon receiving a reouest from said advertising web site promoter; 

programming code on said computer system for adding a search 
listing to an account o\ an advertising web site promoter in substantially real 
time upon receiving a request from said advertising web site promoter; 

programming code on said computer system for deleting a 
search listing to an accoun\ of an advertising web site promoter in 
substantially real time upon receiving a request from said advertising web site 
promoter; v/^ ' 

programming codeyon said computer system for modifying in 
substantially real time the seafphjfs^^ an advertising web site promoter 
upon receiving a request fr6m/said Jadvertising web site promoter; 

programming code for glenerating in substantially real time an 
activity report for an advertising web site promoter upon receiving a request 
from said advertising web site promoter;\ 

programming code for receiving a search request from a remote 
computer, the search request including at le&st one keyword, the search 
request being received over the computer nerwork from the remote computer 
through a web site that is publicly accessible wWiout authentication; and 

programming code for generating irk substantially real time a 
search result list in response to the search requesk the search result list 
including search listings from the accounts on the database, wherein the 
search term for each search listing in the search resulVlist generates a match 
with the search request, the search listings in the searcK result list arranged in 
an order determined using the bid amounts of the searchVlistings. 



